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The Gathering

Opening Hymn

I. Will you come and follow me if | but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

2. Will you leave yourself behind if | but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

3. Will you let the blinded see if | but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?

Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what | mean in you and you in me?

4. Will you love the "you" you hide if | but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

5. Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.
Word: John L Bell (b 1949)
Music: Kelvingrove, Trad Scottish, arr John L Bell

© 1987 WGRG The lona Community
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The Greeting

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you
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Lighting of the Advent Candle

We light this candle

to remember all the faithful people

who journeyed with God long ago.

These people listened to God and trusted God.

They went on a journey to obey God.

We are also on a journey of faith, to know God better.

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the world,
be with us on our journey through Advent,
that we may know you better. Amen.

Prayer of Preparation
Sit or kneel

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Penitence

Jesus said to his apostles,
‘You are my friends if you obey my commands.’
Let us now confess our disobedience to him.

We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love:
fill us with your Spirit.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith:
fill us with your Spirit.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust:
fill us with your Spirit.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
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The president declares God’s forgiveness.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Almighty God,

who gave such grace to your apostle Saint Andrew
that he readily obeyed the call of your Son Jesus Christ
and brought his brother with him:

call us by your holy word,

and give us grace to follow you without delay

and to tell the good news of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Please sit

Collect

First Reading — Isaiah 52.7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who

announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to
Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they
sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. Break
forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted
his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the

salvation of our God.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading — Romans 10.12-18

There is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are
they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him
unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news!’ But not all have obeyed the good news; for Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has
believed our message? So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes
through the word of Christ. But | ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for
‘Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn

I. Jesus calls us: o’er the tumult 3. Jesus calls us from the worship
of our life’s wild restless sea, of the vain world’s golden store,
day by day his sweet voice soundeth, from each idol that would keep us,
saying, ‘Christian, follow me’: saying, ‘Christian, love Me more.’
2. As of old Saint Andrew heard it 4. In our joys and in our sorrows,
by the Galilean lake, days of toil and hours of ease,
turned from home and toil and kindred still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
leaving all for his dear sake. that we love him more than these.

5. Jesus calls us: by thy mercies,
Saviour, make us hear thy call,
give our hearts to thine obedience,
serve and love thee best of all.
Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)

Music: St Andrew, Edward Henry Thorne (1834-1916)
(Ancient & Modern — 324)

Gospel Reading — Matthew 4.18-22

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake — for they were
fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and | will make you fish for
people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from
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there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John,
in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Nicene Creed
Stand

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Presentation of Banner by the Fishes Group
Welcome to Robin Robson as Reader

Prayers of Intercession
Sit or kneel
These responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy
All hear our prayer.

And at the end

Merciful Father,

All accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

1 The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace
Stand

God will speak peace to his people,
to those who turn to him in their hearts.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
Al and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

You are now invited to exchange a sign of this peace in greeting your neighbours.

Offertory Hymn

I. Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.

Make us your own, your holy people;
light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.
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2. Longing for peace, our world is troubled.

Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.

3. Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,

shared until all are fed.

4. Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.

Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone.

5. Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.

Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come.

Words: Bernadette Farrell (b 1957)

Music: Christ Be Our Light, Bernadette Farrell (b 1957)

© 1993 Bernadette Farrell/OCP Publications

(Ancient & Modern — 42)

Preparation of the Table

The gifts of the people are gathered and presented.

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement;
draw us from hatred to love;

make the frailty of our praise

a dwelling place for your glory.

Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.

and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;
in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away

you did not reject us,

but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened his arms of love upon the cross
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed,

at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

Father,we do this in remembrance of him:
his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;

do this in remembrance of me.

Father,we do this in remembrance of him:

his blood is shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy gifts

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world

we offer you this sacrifice of praise

and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Sit or kneel
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink

in remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.

All Christians are invited to receive communion. If you prefer to receive a blessing
please indicate this, perhaps by carrying this service booklet with you.
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Communion Hymn

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart!

|. Prepare the way for the Lord. 4. | waited for the Lord.

Make a straight path for God. God heard my cry.

Prepare the way for the Lord. 5. Our eyes are fixed

2. Rejoice in the Lord always: on the Lord our God.

God is at hand. 6. Seek first the kingdom of God.

Joy and gladness for
all who seek the Lord.

3. The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.
All the earth will see the Lord.

Words: from Psalm 27.14, Isaiah 40.3, Philippians 4,4-5, Psalm 70.4, Isaiah 40.5,
Psalm 38.15, Psalm 123.2, Matthew 6.33, Psalm 86.1 |, Taizé Community
Music: Jacques Baerthier (1923-1994)

(Ancient & Modern — 53)

Seek and you shall find.

7. O Lord, show us your way.
Guide us in your truth.

Prayer after Communion

O Lord our God,

make us watchful and keep us faithful

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,

he may not find us sleeping in sin

but active in his service

and joyful in his praise;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory.

Amen.
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The Dismissal
Start of the Posada Journey

Eternal God, Father Son and Holy Spirit,

you are always present in the world,

unseen and often not acknowledged.

Help us to experience the joy of looking forward this Advent
and make it a time of new beginnings.

As we welcome these figures into our homes
may we welcome the Lord Jesus into our hearts and lives this Christmas.
Amen.

Final Hymn

I. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 3. Born thy people to deliver;
born to set thy people free; born a child and yet a king;
from our fears and sins release us; born to reign in us for ever;
let us find our rest in thee. now thy gracious kingdom bring.
2. Israel’s strength and consolation, 4. By thine own eternal Spirit,
hope of all the earth thou art; rule in all our hearts alone:
dear desire of every nation, by thy all sufficient merit,
joy of every longing heart. raise us to thy glorious throne.

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: Cross of Jesus, from The Crucifixion, John Stainer (1840-1901)
(Ancient & Modern — 30)

Blessing

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,

scatter the darkness from before your path,

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

The Dismissal

Our Lord says: ‘l am coming soon’.
Amen, Come Lord Jesus.

May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting.
Amen.
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